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from the digestive tract and all states in which general nutrition is 
defective. They prescribe the magnesium and calcium salts of the acid 
in dosage of about 30 grains daily for the adult. The agent possesses 
not only purely nutritive qualities, but also dynamic properties, which 
produce an excitation of tne nutrition of the tissues of the cell of the 
organism. The authors report cases of chlorosis, pulmonary tubercu¬ 
losis, prolonged convalescence from acute diseases, osteomyelitis, neu¬ 
rasthenia, etc., in which the exhibition of the salts of anhydro-oxymethy- 
lene-diphosphoric acid have given most excellent results.— La Presse 
mgdicale, 1904, No. 73, p. 577. 

The Treatment of Diabetes Insipidus.—D r. B. Stein, after trying 
various drugs recommended for this malady—valerian, antipyrin, 
arsenic, opium, atropine, etc.—with very little effect, has treated a very 
resistant case with subcutaneous injections of strychnine. After twelve 
injections the quantity of urine was diminished from 15 to 12 quarts 
daily, during the four following weeks it was progressively diminished 
to 3i to 4 quarts; its specific gravity was about 1005. The polydipsia 
became less marked, and the Dody weight increased, and the patient, 
who had been able to walk only for a snort time, became able to walk 
for from three to five hours. Healthy slumber also returned. The 
author commenced the treatment by injecting 0.015 grain of strychnine 
nitrate daily for five days, then after a remission of three days, 0.045 
grain were administered for a week; then another three-day remission 
Followed by a week of injections of 0.075 grain doses. During the fourth 
week 0.15 grain was injected. There were no ill-effects from the treat¬ 
ment other than pain at the site of the needle punctures. It is important 
to commence with small doses and to gradually increase them. The 
strychnine seems to act directly upon tne disease, not alone upon the 
polyuria, but the reason for Its action is difficult of explanation.— 
Milnchener medicinische Wochenschrift, 1904, No. 36, p. 1606. 

Disinfection of the Gall-ducts and Internal Antisepsis.—D r. F. 

Kuhn has arrived at the following conclusions, after experiments upon 
the fermentation of the bile in the gall-ducts. All liquid bile which is 
produced through fistulee ferments to a greater or less extent when 
allowed to stand in the test-tube for from twenty-four to sixty hours. 
Bile which is secreted during the internal administration of sodium 
salicylate, menthol, or thymol, ferments more slowly and to a less degree 
depending upon the character and dose of the drug administered. This 
anti-fermentative action needs a day or two for its establishment, 
depending upon the rapidity with which the drug is absorbed, and per¬ 
sists as long as the drug is administered. Experiments showed salicylic 
acid and its salts to be the most active agents in delaying biliary fermen¬ 
tation, and consequently to be the agents of choice in inflammations of 
the biliary passages.— Miinchener medicinische Wochenschrift, 1904, 
No. 33, p. 1457. 

Diet in Hepatic Lithiasis. —Dr. W. Clemm, having in mind the 
theory that bacteria will not thrive in a gall-bladder unless there is 
stasis of bile, advises prophylaxis and treatment through re-establish¬ 
ing normal secretion of bile by means of hygiene and proper diet. A 
proper diet is one rich in fat. Saponifying substances markedly influence 



THERAPEUTICS. 


357 


the composition of the bile and cause cholestcrine calculi to soften and 
diminish in size. Consequently, the author advocates a diet of milk, 
cream, butter, yolk of eggs, and fat meats. In feeble patients cod-liver 
oil is advisable. Mayonnaise is to be avoided, but vegetables cooked in 
fat and all forms of cake and biscuits are allowed. The fat used in 
cooking should be animal not vegetable. Exclusive milk diet is to be 
avoided, for it is likely to favor constipation. The need of carbohydrate 
food is supplied by green vegetables, potatoes, fruit, and bread crust. 
As alcohol does not influence the secretion of bile, its temperate use is 
allowable. The drinking water should be carefully chosen, since cases 
in which there existed calculi composed of silicates from this source 
have been recorded. As an adjunct to the saponifying diet, sodium 
oleate, and inunctions of soapy substances are useful.— Die Heilkundc, 
1904, No. 6, p. 241. 

Isopral, a New Hypnotic. — Dr. Eschle has used this remedy in 
50 patients affected with mental diseases and has proven its hypnotic 
value, especially in cases where chloral and morphine are contraindi¬ 
cated. Its dose is about grains, either in powder or alcoholic solu¬ 
tion. In painful affections, dyspnoea, cough, etc., its action resembles 
that of chloral, but is more rapid. Untoward symptoms due to its use, 
especially upon the nervous system, the digestion, and the heart, were 
not noticed.— Fortschrittc des Medizin, 1904, No. 6, p. 237. 

Stovaine as a Local Anaesthetic. —M. Reclus, after employing this 
agent in 100 cases, concludes that the drug possesses at least as strong 
analgesic power as does cocaine, and is more powerful in this regard 
than any other substance which has been used in place of the latter 
drug. None of the toxic symptoms which have been observed as due to 
cocaine occur with stovaine. In one case the author observed slight 
pallor and prsecordial anxiety. A dose of three grains may be used, 
showing that the drug is less toxic than cocaine. Stovaine is, unlike 
cocaine, a vasodilator.— Le Progres medic ale, 1904, No. 28, p. 27. 


The Treatment of Prostatitis. —Dr. Porosz advocates the use of 
faradism in this affection. A small electrode is placed in the anus and 
a larger one upon the abdomen. At first the current should be very 
weak, but may be strengthened as the patient becomes accustomed to 
it. The current causes the muscular tissue of the gland to contract and 
so expel the retained secretions. The author considers this treatment 
applicable to all acute cases.— Wiener medicinische Presse, 1904, No. 
13, p. 627. 


Guaiacol as a Dressing for Suppurating Wounds. — Dr. P. N. Prok¬ 
horov has employed, in the dressing of suppurating surfaces, gauze, 
upon which 20 or 30 drops of pure guaiacol have been sprinkled. With 
such dressings he has treated different forms of suppuration, among 
others, large phlegmons of the extremities with gangrenous spots, gas¬ 
eous infiltration, and deep necrosis, with excellent results. 

Dr. V. Bialobjesky, in a case of disarticulation of the shoulder for 

S rene of the arm, was able to arrest the gangrene, which had already 
ved the pectoral muscles by means of compresses of gauze satu¬ 
rated with guaiacol.— La sermine midicale, 1904, No. 40, p. 320, 



